
Borrowing and Lending 
Books in a Pandemic

We can never eliminate the risk of sharing physical resources, but we 
can reduce it to a negligible level.

● According to The CDC, surface transmission is not the main way 
COVID-19 spreads. Current research indicates that the virus 
lingers on exposed materials for a short period of time before 
dying off. 

● UV treatments and liquid sanitizers can damage paper-based 
materials. Therefore, conservation experts recommend 
QUARANTINE as the preferred method for disinfecting loaned 
books.

CCSD libraries have implemented the following steps to ensure staff 
and students can borrow safely:

● Incoming books will be quarantined for 1 week before being 
reshelved. 

● Staff and students will use the book drop outside the library for 
touchless returns.

● Library visitors will wear masks, sanitize their hands upon 
arrival, and avoid touching their faces. If these guidelines are 
followed, we do not believe books and magazines handled in the 
library need to be quarantined.

● Library equipment will be sanitized after use. High-use 
equipment, such as calculators, headphones, and computer mice, 
will only be available for long term loans.



Borrowing and Lending 
Books in a Pandemic

Resources

● Consult the REALM Project for up-to-date recommendations on 
quarantine periods for various materials,. 

● Consult the Northeast Document Conservation Center for 
up-to-date recommendations on sanitization methods. 

● Consult the CDC for up-to-date guidelines on the risk of 
COVID-19 spread via surfaces. 

Researchers are continually refining the guidelines for quarantining 
shared materials. Here are the most recent recommendations:

Updated 09-07-2020.

If you have questions about lending equipment or books from your 
classroom library, we will be happy to discuss the latest research 
with you.

Material Quarantine Period

Paper Covers and Pages, Hard Covers 3 days

Glossy Pages 4 days

Soft Plastic Storage Bags 5 days

Hard Plastic or Glass, Cases 7 days or sanitize

Stacked Books 7 days


